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I am very grateful to UNESCO and UN-HABITAT for the initiative to use this forum to disseminate some of the most relevant advances made in the conceptualization and implementation of the Right to the City.

The formulation and legal enactment of various local, national and international instruments underlines the interest and commitment of diverse governmental actors in this fundamental issue for our times.

The European Charter to Safeguard Human Rights in the City, the City Statute of Brazil, and the Montreal Charter are three outstanding examples of the commitment of some national and municipal governments to build conditions to foster respect, protection, promotion and implementation of the human rights of city inhabitants, free of all discrimination.

In an era in which civil society is obligated to assume greater responsibilities, initiatives are also emerging to actively contribute from this sector to the construction of new rights.

In 1992 in conjunction with the Earth Summit held in Rio de Janeiro, the Brazilian Forum for Urban Reform, Habitat International Coalition (HIC) and the Continental Front of Communal Organization (FCOC) formulated a forerunning document titled “For Just, Democratic and Sustainable Cities, Towns and Villages.”

The proposals contained in that pioneer document were based on three principles: the right to citizenship, democratic management of the city, and the social function of the city and of property.

These fundamental principles were adopted in the formulation of the City Statute of Brazil promulgated in 2001, thanks to efforts of members of the Brazilian Forum for Urban Reform.

They also provided the base of the initiative to build a World Charter for the Right to the City, which emerged that same year within the framework of the World Social Forum.

The force behind this initiative is the organized Civil Society supported by several national, regional and international networks of NGOs, social movements and organizations, academics, and human rights activities, all of whose work is linked to human habitat.

This is an open process, contemplating participative formulation and dissemination of the text, as well as activation of social processes that include awareness-building actions, debate, social mobilization, and lobbying and negotiation with governments and multilateral institutions.

This initiative has received its strongest impulse from the Latin American and European spheres, in which it has already impacted the platforms of social movements and some laws and legal instruments. It is also gradually making important inroads incorporating civil organizations and activists from other continents within the debate and promotion of its contents.

Thanks to the contributions and critical observations of multiple urban actors continually incorporated within the process, the text approved to date by the collective of actors promoting the Charter will no doubt continue to undergo significant modifications in its structure and wording in order to produce a progressively more compact and at the same time universal document.

We would like to invite all the participants in this forum to take a close and critical look at the current version of the document and to join in the debate of its contents. We also invite each of you to join forces and wills to promote its dissemination and the negotiations leading to adoption of the Right to the City as a new human right recognized by the United Nations system.

For more information on the current contents of the Charter and to consult related documents, please visit our web pages: www.hic-net.org and www.hic-al.org .

