Mexico City Charter for the Right to the City

At the international level, since the year 2000, a group of organizations, popular movements and civil society networks from various countries has advanced debate and exploration of the “World Charter for the Right to the City” which synthesizes the commitments of the different actors toward the goal that all persons may enjoy full development and a dignified life.
For its part, in Mexico City (Federal District), Mexico, on 31 July 2008 the Promoting Committee (initially made up by organizations of the Urban Popular Movement –MUP- of the CND; the Mexico City Government; the Latin American office of Habitat International Coalition; the Space on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights –DESC-; the Human Rights Commission of the Federal District, and the Social Procurator of the Federal District) made public the process of the Mexico City Charter for the Right to the City, the goal of which is to generate an instrument through which to demand human rights at the local level. 
The Mexico City Charter is a complex approach articulating the theme of human rights in their integral conception (civil, political, economic, social, cultural and environmental rights) with that of democracy in its diverse dimensions (representative, distributive and participative). Democracy in its most profound sense will not exist while poverty, inequality, exclusion, and injustice prevail. There is no city without citizens capable of freely influencing the decisions that impact their lives.
The purpose pursued in the formulation of this Charter is oriented to confront the causes and manifestations of exclusion: economic, social, territorial, cultural, political and psychological. It is presented as a social response against the city-as-commodity, and as expression of the collective interest.
As part of the process, on 1 December 2008, the first Forum toward the Mexico City Charter for the Right to the City was held, with the purpose to socialize the initiative and advance in analysis and debate of the collective construction of the Charter. Organizations, diverse entities, and individuals were invited to participate.
The strategic foundations that structure the Charter and which served to stimulate the debate in the first Forum are:
1. Full exercise of Human Rights in the City. 

For a city of human rights. 

Full exercise implies the realization of all human rights and fundamental freedoms with no discrimination of any kind, assuring collective dignity and wellbeing, in conditions of equality, equity and justice. All persons have the right to find in the city the necessary conditions for their political, economic, cultural, social and ecological realization, assuming the duty of solidarity.
The objective is to generate conditions for the development of a dignified and quality life for all persons in the city, at both the individual and collective levels.
2. Social function of the city, of land and of property. 

For a city for everyone: inclusive, solidary, equitable.
This refers primarily to the distribution and regulation of the use of territory and equitable usufruct of the goods, services and opportunities that the city offers, prioritizing the collectively-defined public interest.
The objective consists of guaranteeing the right of all persons to a secure place in which to live in peace and with dignity through generation of instruments for participative control and limitation of speculation, urban segregation, exclusion, and forced evictions and displacements.
3. Democratic management of the city. 

For a politically participative and socially co-responsible city.
This implies citizen participation in all spaces and up to the highest levels (decision-making, control, and co-management) in the formulation, implementation, follow-up and evaluation of public policies, planning, budgeting, and control of urban processes.
The objectives are reinforcement of democracy through creation of spaces and mechanisms of direct democratic decision-making and management and the development of participative programs of planning, follow-up and evaluation of urban public management.
4. Democratic production of the city and in the city. 

For a socially productive city. 

This aims to rescue and strengthen the productive capacities of the city’s inhabitants, in particular the popular sectors, fomenting social production of habitat and the development of economic activities that are solidary and capable of consolidating a productive habitat.
Its objectives are to make viable the right of all persons to participate in habitat production and guarantee the productive insertion of inhabitants, in particular young men and women, in the urban economy.
5. Sustainable and responsible handling of the natural, patrimonial and energy resources of the city and its surroundings. 

For a viable and environmentally sustainable city.
This refers to the pursuit of socially responsible use of resources. It implies the enjoyment by all persons, communities and peoples of a healthy environment that allows them to develop in equality of conditions.
Its objective is to guarantee better environmental conditions and that urban development not occur at the cost of the rural areas, ecological reserves, or the resources of other cities or of future generations.
6. Democratic and equitable enjoyment of the city. 

For an open, free, critical and fun city.

This aims to reinforce harmonic social interaction and the rescue, expansion and improvement of public space.
Its objective is to recover and strengthen the cultural, leisure and recreational functions of public space and respect toward and reinforcement of cultural diversity in the city.






