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(immediately prior to the World Social Forum)

In opposition to the Davos World Economic Forum -that each year brings together an improbable combination of the world’s most powerful political, economic and cultural leaders in the Swiss mountains to debate the world’s problems- the World Social Forum emerged in 2001 as a meeting space of opponents to neoliberalism and world dominion by capital or any other form of imperialism.
This year, 2008, the World Social Forum will be decentralized to the local level, and World Action Day on 26 January will be simultaneously celebrated every place in the world in which it is decided. This time there are also fewer protesters in Davos and in the world.
Cor Doeswijk of Radio Nederland telephoned Enrique Ortiz, former president of Habitat International Coalition:

Cor: Mr. Ortiz, which activities are you planning to develop this year that there is no World Social Forum?

Enrique:  I can tell you about what we will be doing as Habitat International Coalition and about what we’re doing in Mexico. The Coalition has a long series of activities it programmed to carry out from October 2nd through January 26th. Many activities were held the week of World Habitat Day (the first week of October). Many other events and activities have been developed since then, and they are now culminating with a series of simultaneous activities in several countries. We do not have a lot of information right now about what they are doing in each country, but we know there will be activities in many, many countries. In Latin America we know of activities in Brazil, Argentina, and Peru, all simultaneous this week. The World Social Forum will have a simultaneous presence.
Here in Mexico, the Social Forum is being inaugurated in the Mexico City central plaza and it is very well organized. It is a very large event, with nine themes to be developed and nine tents which will carry out simultaneous work on each of the themes. There will also be a permanent central space with conferences and central topics, which will also report on what is being discussed in the other nine spaces.
This event is organized primarily by social movements of different types, including campesino, indigenous and urban groups. We are working with the Urban Movement and there are also other actors: nongovernmental civil organizations and plenty of human rights activists, and there is also a strong ingredient of culture, with presence of distinct types of artists.
Cor:  Mr. Ortiz, is it an advantage that there is not a World Social Forum that is only for a few who are able to travel, and that this can be much more massive for the population?
Enrique:  Yes, I believe that is a good question because despite the fact that the Forums had mobilized continually growing numbers of people -the last more than 100,000- the majority were people from the organizing country or neighboring region. This is an opportunity for the people who can not travel and who have very serious problems, and especially the people who have proposals … because we are interested also in the construction of another possible world, in doing things, it is not only about criticizing what exists. Those people who are doing things often do not have opportunities to travel; some NGOs, some academics, few inhabitants have opportunities to travel … And in this case, the Forum, in this format, is going to have a much more social presence, much more rooted in the realities, and I think it has another connotation. The other (type of Forum) is also important, but this one is going to have very important meaning.
Cor:  If we refer to the habitat theme, which will perhaps be the one that dominates, is it correct to say that the situation in Latin America is more or less similar in all the countries, or are there really regional differences?
Enrique:  Well there are differences of course, because there are poorer countries and others with more dynamic economies; there are more urbanized countries and less urbanized countries; there are countries in which the capital city holds 50% of the population such as the case of Uruguay, and there are countries which have a lot of rural population like Bolivia. But in general terms, there are similar impacts in terms of the tendencies of policies being applied since the 1990s. Since the fall of the Berlin wall, a series of policies have been being applied which strongly identify us. In fact, in our Coalition, we are working intensely along two fundamental themes: one is the Right to the City, which we are universalizing, building a World Charter for the Right to the City with themes that are very important; and also what we call Social Production of Habitat, which is the right to participate equally in the planning and the production of the city and in housing production. 
Cor:  What can we understand as Right to the City?
Enrique:  The Right to the City has some fundamental guiding principles that I think will give you an idea. First is full development of citizenship, which means all human rights for everyone. In the European case you have the Charter to Safeguard Human Rights in Cities, signed so far by more than 400 municipalities. This for example is an interesting step in that perspective, in other words, human rights in the city.
The second theme has to do with the social function of the city and of property, in other words, that above individual interests are collective interests. In Brazil, for example, this has generated the Cities Statute, which is primarily founded on this principle, and which has allowed the development of a series of very, very interesting instruments.
The third point has to do with democratic management of the city: the right of all to participate in the management of the city. If the State withdraws, and transforms into facilitator, society acquires new responsibilities. In the face of these new responsibilities, it acquires new rights, and one of these is the right to intervene in the design, direction, and follow-up of policies.
Next, a fourth theme we are addressing has to do with production of the city, like we have already talked about, the right to participate in the planning and production of the city. A fifth has to do with adequate use of natural resources, in other words, it has to do with the environment, with the sustainability of cities, that the growth of cities not be at the cost of the countryside or other cities, and that sustainability be addressed in all aspects related to the city.
And finally, the most important of all is the enjoyment of the city: the city as gathering space, space of coexistence, exchange, leisure, enjoyment, and cultural creation.
Cor: Enrique Ortiz, former President and former General Secretary of Habitat International Coalition, I thank you very much for your courtesy with Radio Nederland.

Enrique:  That is very kind of you, and it is a great pleasure to have the opportunity to speak with your listeners.   
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