Bogotá Declaration on the city from the human rights perspective

June 2006 

Meeting in the city of Bogotá, Colombia, on 2 June 2006,
invited by the Mayor of Bogotá, the Spanish Agency of International Cooperation, Pontificia Universidad Javeriana, Universidad Nacional de Colombia, Universidad de Valladolid, Fedevivienda, and Habitat International Coalition, with support from the Colombia Office of UN-Habitat,
we, invitees from Mexico, Brazil, Argentina, Bolivia, Uruguay, Peru, Chile, Spain and Colombia,
with the goal to advance the debate on materialization of human rights in the city and their application through public policies and urbanism, taking as reference the proposals carried out in Bogotá, both by the city’s current administration and by other actors including academics, nongovernmental and social organizations, and considering it necessary to complement the discourse of sustainable city to enrich the conclusions of the III World Urban Forum of Vancouver, we consider it mandatory to again rethink the city.
- The economic, social and cultural changes of the last decades have been so profound and the population increases so intense, explained fundamentally by displacements, either voluntary or forced by political and economic circumstances, leading to the impoverishment and exclusion of a large part of the population.
- This dynamic situation demands decided repositioning of the way of seeing and acting on the city that places into question sectoral approaches and the classic governmental urban-development modalities in practice.
- Cities have become leading subject of first order, converting into the most dynamic scenario of the economy and society. This makes it necessary and urgent to manage their complexity and resolve the conflicts that occur within them, with an inclusive view.
- Resolution of urban conflicts poses the necessity to build consensual criteria around principles such as the common good, equity, and the social function of the city and of property. Democratic management of the city implies creating formulas to build consensuses and settle disputes, to conciliate any possible tensions between the different rights. Who has more rights over urban space, over the city: those who have inhabited it for decades or those who arrive expelled by war or hunger from their previous homes? Who can demand the urban development of a space and why? And who can demand the protection of a space and why? Who decides which culture, among the many that populate the city, should be reflected and assumed in the streets? These are some questions that current paradigms have been unable to resolve. We therefore convoke a rethinking of the city from the perspective of the human rights of all citizens, men and women.
- Because it assumes the new challenges of the growth of cities based on express recognition of the right to the city, proclaiming those who inhabit them as their protagonists, as objects and subjects in the exercise of citizen power.

- Because it enables understanding of the territory of the city as space of interdependence of human rights.

- Because it induces redefinition of public obligations and competencies and of priorities in policy establishment, addressing conflicts through placement of collective interests at the center.

- Because it leads equally to revisit definition of priorities with the whole of civil society and to reinforce the social networks. 

- Because, upon verification of the limits of the market to address the rights of large parts of the population, the role of the collective subjects changes in its relation with public policies and institutionality, primarily in terms of the redistribution of the benefits generated by urban growth and transformation processes. 

- Because it poses dialogue on multiple levels and scales, and among the different actors: society, public administrations, civil organizations, international bodies, etc.

- Because this proposal includes and strengthens the development of other still valid focuses: environmental sustainability, social and cultural diversity, inclusion of vulnerable groups (children, elderly, disabled, etc.), participation in decision-making, etc.
- Because it integrates with other international processes underway oriented to highlight human rights in the city, such as the proposal of the World Charter for the Right to the City.

- Because this proposal is long term, in its consideration as an indivisible whole all of the rights of all citizens: civil and political, economic, social and cultural, collective rights to the environment, and the right to the city itself. 

- Because it is a novel response, a new way to confront the current urban situation, that suggests and incites a change of paradigms. Current models have completed their cycle. The new method that is proposed facilitates said substitution, without abandoning the utopia. 
- Because it is based on the essential, on the dignity of all citizens, male and female, to organize the territory of their life in common: the city. We consider this declaration to be a working document so that from the distinct institutional, social, or international entity spheres, contributions may be gathered toward the collective construction of cities, public policies and urbanism that guarantee integral materialization of the human rights of all citizens, to be able to thereby guarantee their sustainability.
� From the experience of Bogotá and other Latin American cities. 
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