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1. Toward a new horizon of rights 
The concept of the right to the city today expresses the yearning of very diverse social and political sectors that cities organize and function with the principal reference of the possibility that those who live there may do so in dignity, may realize their life projects and their aspirations and expectations as citizens, and finally, may be their authors, their crafters, and at the same time their primary beneficiaries. 
Over the course of two centuries, and up to the present, a group of civil, political and social rights has been configured through the dissent of specific sectors of society against an ignominious order, which has achieved the mobilization of the whole of society. 
The right to the city is inscribed in that same logic; the demand for this right obeys the fact that broad sectors of the population that live in cities have lost the possibility to do so with dignity, both because they are unable to participate in the fruits of the generation of wealth in terms of quality of life, and because they are unable to intervene in the decisions that affect their present and their future. 
However, as observed by Borja,
 the typology of simple rights, inherited from the democratic tradition of the XVIII and XIX generations up to the present day, is insufficient to respond to the demands of today’s world marked by the information society and globalization, with all of its promises, contradictions, opportunities and risks.
It is therefore necessary to move toward a notion of complex, dynamic, and flexible rights, both individual and collective,
 that cover new fields of social life and much more diversified and individualized populations. This supposes, for example, moving from the right to medical care to the right to health and to social security; from the right to environment to the right to quality of life; from the right to housing to the right to the city. The last of these involves political, social, economic and cultural dimensions; it is linked to all the internationally-recognized rights, conceived integrally, and is interdependent with each of them.
In this sense, the right to the city responds to awareness acquired among broad social and political sectors to define a new horizon of rights capable of orienting collective actions, motivating political action, and designing public policies that contribute to configure a vision of the city through an integral and interdependent view of human rights, that corresponds to the complex character of the city as space of life. 
Nevertheless, the notion of city is not new. It has a certain tradition in modern social thought, in particular following the work of Henri Lefebvre, who suggested such a concept four decades ago not only in analytical but also political code. For Lefebvre, capitalist urbanization was converting the city into merchandise, an exchange value, destroying its primary trait: being the space of encounter among different persons, groups, and cultures and a place for enjoyment and satisfaction of human needs. 
That set of circumstances led common citizens to lose control of urban life, which was left in the hands of capitalist agents, especially landowners and real estate promoters, who transformed the city to make it adequate to their commercial interests.
In other words, the city ceased to pertain to the people, who were expropriated of their right to decide over their own destiny, and in consequence, to produce the city and enjoy it in their image and likeness. 
For Lefebvre, the right to the city is the right to centrality, to not be marginal, excluded, superfluous. It is the right to encounter with the rest of the people, to reach agreement on the desired city, to exercise control over urban life. In his words: “the right to the city means the right of citizens to figure in all the networks and circuits of domination, of information, of exchanges. Which does not depend on an urbanistic ideology, or an architectural intervention, but rather on an essential quality or property of urban space: centrality.”
 

This notion of right to the city is about rescuing man as principal element, as protagonist of the city that he himself has built over the course of history, returning to him the possibility to realize himself as person, to have access to a better quality of life and to enjoy equality of conditions and opportunities. 

Today’s circumstances are of course very different than those which led Lefebvre to create the notion and propose his own hypotheses. That, nevertheless, does not detract from their analytical or political validity. Today we have complex, diverse, segmented and exclusive cities, situation which converts the concept of right to the city into an idea-force of great potential, as possible utopia that can orient the design of urban policies and the defense of the city as space of life and of collective action.

2. City, public space and citizenship 

The contents that today can be attributed to the notion of the right to the city necessarily include the relation between city, public space and citizenship, posed by Jordi Borja in his work la Ciudad Conquistada.
 The city is, above all, a public space, an open and meaningful place in which all types of flows converge: economic, cultural, information, and power. For its part, citizenship is historically the statute of the person who inhabits the city as “human creation,” in Borja’s words, “so that within her live free and equal beings.”

Public space is the continent of representation of society in which the city is inscribed. There is installed in all its capacity, difference, otherness. It is political space, it is space of formation and expression of collective wills, of political agreements, of consensuses and dissents.
None of these concepts can exist without the other two. It is in this dialectic relation that the notion of the right to the city rests. “The values linked to the city of liberty and of social cohesion, of protection and development of individual rights and of expression and construction of collective identities, of participative democracy and of basic equality among its inhabitants, depend on the citizen statute being a material reality and not only a formal recognition. And also that the city truly function as public space, in a physical sense (socialized centralities, mobility and accessibility; social and functionally diversified areas; locations with meaningful attributes) and in a political and cultural sense (collective expression and representation, identity, social cohesion and citizen integration.)”

According to this, citizenship is not a given, but rather a permanent construction, a daily conquest that implies demanding new rights, endowing its contents and satisfiers with meaning, as well as demanding public policies that make effective the already formally-existent rights. In this sense, the inhabitants of cities have a vocation of citizenship whose full development is acquired through predisposition for action and the will to assume the dynamics and conflicts of urban social life. 
The right to the city is inspired in the idea of the city as cultural, collective, and therefore political product. The city is, in essence, a public-political space of formation and expression of collective wills, space of solidarity but also of conflict. The right to the city is the right to construct a city in which it is possible to live with dignity, to recognize oneself as part of it, to co-exist alongside those who are different and to influence its destiny. 
The right to the city is the right to access to urban freedoms, which supposes a series of political, social and institutional conditions that make visible the polyphony of identities and interests of urban inhabitants; that make possible encounter, deliberation and influence over collective issues; that offer the exercise of rights and duties. In other words, it is the right to conditions that enable the development of citizenship, the construction of the political subject. 
The right to the city is no other right than that to construct and make city, a dignified city whose spaces make possible the distribution of resources, both material (opportunities for income generation, health care, education, housing, etc.) and symbolic (participation, communicational exchange, and access to information). 
Today the city is a space in which are found diverse values, subjectivities, identities, languages, and cultures. In consequence, the conformation of citizenship, originating in said space, supposes a principle of equality in the diversity and appeals to the guarantee and realization of all human rights and of fundamental freedoms. It should therefore convert into guarantor of harmonious cohabitation, cooperation, and solidarity among its inhabitants. If in the 20th century some authors re-dimensioned urban culture in order to understand cities, today a process of re-dimensioning is underway of citizen culture based on the right to the city, a right based on the need that the city respond to the rights of its inhabitants and be a livable, accessible and sociable space.
For that, the right to the city proclaims its political dimension, in an effort to recover citizens’ deliberative, organizational, lobbying, and social and political demand capacities, especially those of citizens in situations of discrimination and violation of their economic, social and cultural rights. In the same way, the right to the city implies pursuing discussion around the reigning ethic in cities and the development model that currently shapes them, as well as the possibility that citizens may develop their life projects in the framework of multiculturalism, gender democracy, and social diversity. 
3. Dimensions of the right to the city 

The right to the city as complex, integral and interdependent right encompasses the different dimensions of urban life. In first place, it is the right to a habitat that facilitates the fabric of social and symbolic relations, endowed with urbanistic, economic, social and environmental attributes that realize urban qualities such as public space, mobility, accessibility and centrality, the last of these not only in physical-geographic and also functional terms.

In second place, it is the right to feel oneself part of the city, to generate senses of belonging to the city and to micro-territories. It is the right to socio-cultural cohesion and to permanent construction of the collective identity as necessary condition for the invention of projects of future. But it is also the right to difference, to intimacy, and to choice of personal links and networks in a context of freedom.
Thirdly, the right to the city is the right to live with dignity in the city, to exercise social citizenship, to equality of opportunities vis-à-vis the redistribution of material resources. In other words, the right to the city is the right to the fulfillment of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and to local justice and security.
In fourth place, it is the right to co-existence, to establish multiple social connections in different scales, to create spaces of encounter and association, to be concerned with the different other, to accept and address conflict as part of daily relations. In this sense, the right to the city supposes civism and tolerance in the public space.
In fifth place, it is the right to the city government,
 expressed in five interrelated aspects: the right of all the residents of a city to have the same juridical-political status of citizen and therefore equality of rights and responsibilities; the right of citizens to participate in public decisions, to be government, to intervene in the development and planning of the future of the city; the right to political and democratic innovation in terms of electoral systems, participation mechanisms, planning and management instruments; the right to a close-by government, also known as government of proximity –decentralization-; finally, the right to information and communication technologies as a form of democratizing access to all general-interest services, but also to facilitate relations with the public administration. 
Finally, it is the right to project oneself as city toward the immediate surroundings and toward the world through diverse strategies, without detracting from the demands and quality of life of its citizens; to form regional and international networks and to influence the decisions of the national and international entities that affect city life.
 4. Attributes of the right to the city 

As highlighted earlier, the right to the city is an integral right that involves political, social, economic and cultural dimensions. The right to the city is the right to demand rights in a space of realization of freedoms and construction of full citizenship: the city. 

The right to the city is a complex right. It is universal, because any person may live in the city. It is integral because it has to do with all the conditions of life. It is interdependent with other internationally-recognized human rights. It is not one more right, it is the right to demand fulfillment of the rights that already formally exist and to demand new rights in a scenario of realization as city. Therefore, the right to the city is above all an instrument of political vindication and collective action.
While the right to the city is inherent to the whole of universally accepted and recognized human rights, it does not have their same juridical status, situation which impedes demanding it with the same prerogatives as simple rights. Nevertheless, the right to the city is increasingly integrated within the general vision of human rights.
 

According to Borja,
 the development and legitimization of complex rights such as the right to the city requires a triple process:   
· A cultural process, of hegemony of the values at the foundation of the right and of its explanation –appropriation-.

· A social process, of citizen mobilization, to secure its legalization and the creation of mechanisms and procedures that enable its realization.

· A political-institutional procedure to formalize and consolidate it, and to implement the public policies that make it effective.

Aside from its legalization, the realization of the right to the city supposes the predominance of a political culture inspired in the democratic principles of solidarity, freedom, pluralism, respect for difference, and equality of opportunities for all men and women. It also supposes, therefore, a new form of relations between the State and society and an alternate modality of exercise of politics, characterized by the collective search for the common good. The articulation of efforts and of interests constitutes a necessary requisite to transform the right to the city into reality, and for the civilized airing of tensions and conflicts, eradication of any form of authoritarianism and of political, social and cultural exclusion. The contrary would raise insurmountable barriers for the creation of joint spaces of construction of the city and citizenship.
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