National Declaration for Urban Reform in Argentina

World Habitat Day 

Buenos Aires

1 October 2007 

We, the undersigned, representatives of a broad spectrum of base and neighborhood organizations, nonprofit institutions, cooperatives, public universities, state organizations of different levels, parliamentarians, and international bodies located in Argentina, today, October 1st 2007, on the occasion of commemoration of World Habitat Day, promote the organization of a collective and plural space to carry forward the struggle for urban reform in Argentina. 
We do so, concerned by the following:
· Despite the fact that the right to dignified housing is protected in the National Constitution dating back 50 years, the country remains without a legal framework or policies that guarantee its protection at the national and provincial levels.
· Although our country incorporated within its Constitution the Inter-American Convention on Human Rights (Pact of San José, Costa Rica), which in article 21 establishes that “PROPERTY HAS A SOCIAL FUNCTION,” it remains without consideration in legal rulings or in public policies.
· Access to urban land, to adequate housing, and to corresponding urban services and facilities, have become increasingly more difficult, due to the lack of policies that intervene in the market to halt speculation and favor the recovery of vacant lands for social purposes. 
· Argentinean cities are a space of segregation and marginalization of the poor, whose role as social constructors of habitat is not recognized. Urban planning is postponed in the public agenda, and is technocratic. Civil society, with its organizations, has scarce spaces to decide how cities are constructed. 
· There is an increasing rise of evictions, revealing the failure to adapt our procedural norms to international standards in the issue of forced evictions, and the use of judicial power and security forces to carry out acts that violate human dignity.
· Urban renewal plans continue to be carried out that expel the poor out of urban centers, segregating them in cities or locations far removed from social networks of survival, denying them the right to the city, with methodologies detected in some cases similar to those applied during the military dictatorship.
· Public services –mostly privatized- have tariffs increasingly inaccessible for the poor, and judicial rulings are sought for property seizures to cover the debts. 
· No housing policy exists yet in Argentina, beyond incentives to the private construction sector, that is decentralized, that articulates local resources, or that considers the integrality of habitat and favors community efforts of construction of the city.
For these motives, we propose to join efforts to promote an urban reform process in Argentina that enables the guarantee of:
1. LEGAL PROTECTION OF THE RIGHT TO HOUSING AND TO THE CITY. A call is made for the adoption of norms at the federal level that establish a minimum juridical framework to protect human rights in the city sphere, respecting the autonomy of the provinces and municipalities. Legal instruments and tools must be created that facilitate the regularization of informal neighborhoods and state-built housing complexes, that establish the subjective right to demand through the Judicial Power the implementation of these tools, in accordance with that established by the UN Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights in its General Comment Nº 4.
2. DEMOCRATIZATION OF ACCESS TO LAND AND URBAN CONSTRUCTIONS. We promote the implementation of policies to recover vacant urban properties (land and buildings) and to establish sanctions against real estate speculation, through progressive taxes. Active, direct and permanent State intervention through assignment of resources oriented to the formation of LAND AND CONSTRUCTION BANKS managed with social control.

3. THE RIGHT TO TENURE REGULARIZATION. We call for establishment of a procedure of dominion and urban regularization of apt lands, that considers the integrality of processes, establishes time limits, and in case of delay, State inaction or eviction threat, allows inhabitants of informal settlements to legally claim the regularization of their housing. In cases in which regularization is impossible for urban or environmental motives, relocation policies should be implemented to other suitable lands, outfitted with urban services and near the place of origin. Budget resources should be included for the purchase of occupied and open lands, and funds should be assigned to expropriation laws which have been emitted and not implemented. In addition, urban usucapion should be updated and collective usucaptation should be incorporated. 
4. THAT EVICTION PROCESSES DO NOT VIOLATE HUMAN RIGHTS.  ABOLITION OF THE LAW OF USURPATION. United Nations standards in forced eviction matters must be incorporated (General Comment Nº 7 of the UN Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights) within the Code of Civil and Commercial Procedures and the Penal Procedure Code, and instructions must be issued to the Public Ministry for its immediate application in current processes. In addition, the figure of usurpation as penal crime should be overturned in light of its repressive and anti-democratic character.
5. DEMOCRATIZATION OF ACCESS TO PUBLIC SERVICES. The Government should promote a regulatory framework of public services that guarantees differentiated tariffs in accordance with the incomes of the sectors with most-limited resources and implement actions of urbanization of informal and precarious low-income settlements in conjunction with land-title processes. 
6. ENDOW LOCAL GOVERNMENTS WITH INSTRUMENTS TO STRENGTHEN THE MANAGEMENT OF HOUSING STOCK. Instruments must be developed to provide local governments with tools for coercive action in relation to the commercialized conditions of current housing stock. In this sense, we propose to critically review the Argentinean experience of action in relation to the rental market, progressive taxes on vacant housing, incentives for medium-scale densification, etc. 
7. PARTICIPATION OF AFFECTED PERSONS OR ORGANIZATIONS IN URBAN AND HOUSING POLICIES. Persons affected by housing construction or improvement plans have the right to participate in institutional spaces of control of said housing and regularization programs. In addition, citizens and their organizations have the right to participate in urban policy design, without discriminations.       
8. REINFORCEMENT OF HABITAT SELF-MANAGEMENT PROCESSES. Effective involvement of the inhabitants should be promoted in the configuration of their habitat, with policies that support the development of their organizations and participation in the planning, management and direct administration of public resources in programs that address the whole of habitat components (land, materials, labor, tools, technical assistance, fees and insurance, training) as well as a range of complementary programs that reinforce their development. In addition, stimulate their leadership role in local and neighborhood processes and use the subsidy with promotional objectives in favor of collective self-management capacities.    
9. URBAN DEVELOPMENT WITHOUT DISCRIMINATION. Regularization policies should cover settlements on both public and private lands and should integrally consider the inclusion of low-income informal settlements within the urban development process. 
10. ACCESS TO CENTRAL URBAN AREAS. In the frame of the conception of construction of a democratic city, the right to centrality is fundamental. In this sense, instruments, resources and regulations should be defined that guarantee the establishment of the popular sectors in central urban areas.   
11. PROMOTION OF URBAN AND HOUSING POLICIES WITH REDISTRIBUTIVE CHARACTER. Measures must be implemented oriented to overcome public actions generated by narrowly-focused programs, to promote the de-commercialization of habitat goods and services, to promote alternative forms of tenure (other than individual property) and to develop instruments to recover plus-values generated by actions of the State and by inhabitants themselves, with the purpose to socially distribute the benefits of urbanization.  
12. TAX REFORM. Transformation processes must be developed of current tax structures at the national, regional and local scales of profoundly regressive character, formulating tributary instruments that instead are clearly progressive, in which “those who have more, pay more; those who have less pay less, and those who have nothing pay nothing.”
13. MODIFICATION OF THE FEDERAL HOUSING LAW. This law, designed to assign State resources in function of the financial and construction sector, must be transformed into a law in function of the right to housing and the city.  
Adherents: 104 signatures of social organizations / nonprofit entities / nongovernmental organizations dedicated to promotion and development / cooperatives / public bodies / Universities and research centers/ international entities in Argentina, and others.

Signatories:  

1. Comisión Contra el Desalojo de Villa Maternidad (Córdoba)

2. M.O.I. Movimiento de Ocupantes e Inquilinos  (C.BA)

3. ASFAR – Arquitectos sin fronteras (Arg)

4. Asociación Civil Madre Tierra (PBA)

5. Asociación CELS – Centro de Estudios Legales y Sociales (Arg)

6. COHRE - Centro por el Derecho a la Vivienda contra Desalojos (A.L.)

7. FECVI – Federación de Cooperativas de Vivienda de la Provincia de Buenos Aires (PBA)

8. FVC - Fundación Vivienda y Comunidad (PBA)

9. INFOHABITAT (Universidad Nacional de General Sarmiento (PBA)

10. IIED-AL Instituto Internacional de Medio Ambiente y Desarrollo (AL)

11. SEDECA – Secretariado de Comunidades Autogestionarias (PBA)

12. CÁRITAS ARGENTINA Comisión Nacional (Arg) 

13. Red GESOL (PBA)

14. Reese, Eduardo, arquitecto urbanista

15. CO.EN.FO - Confederación de Entidades de Fomento de la Provincia de Buenos Aires (PBA)

16. ACIJ – Asociación Civil por la Igualdad y por la Justicia  (Arg)

17. APAC –Asociación para apoyo a comunidades (PBA)

18. Asociación Barrio 1º de Julio – FTV – (PBA) 

19. Asociación Civil la Minga (Córdoba)

20. Asociación Civil Un Techo Para mi Hermano – (Río Negro)

21. Asociación Civil Barrio San Cayetano (Matanza –PBA)

22. Asociación Civil CANOA -  (Santa Fe)

23. Don Jaime de Nevares Programa de Comunidades Productivas Solidarias Argentinas

24. AVE . Asociación de Vivienda Económica – (Córdoba) 

25. Caritas Diocesana Villa María (Córdoba)

26. CEC Centro de Educación al Consumidor

27. CeDeL  - Centro para el desarrollo Local  - (PBA)
28. CEIDEA - Centro de Estudio e Investigacion de Estrategias Alternativas  (Salta) 

29. Centro Nueva Tierra (Arg.) 

30. CEPPAS  - Centro de Politicas Publicas para el Socialismo – 

31. CEUR – Centro de Estudios Urbanos y Regionales

32. CISCSA -Centro de Intercambio y Servicios Cono Sur Argentina-, Coordinación de la Red Mujer y Hábitat de América Latina y El Caribe 

33. Congregación Hermanas Asistentes Sociales Misioneras 

34. Congregación Hermanas Dominicas de Cuartel V (PBA)

35. Congregación Hijas de Santa Ana

36. Cooperativa de Trabajo para la Comunicación Social / FM En Tránsito / Revista Güarnin (PBA)

37. Cooperativa Popular de Vivienda Morón (PBA) 

38. Cooperativa Barrio San Cayetano (PBA)

39. Dominicas del Santísimo Nombre de Jesús. (TUCUMAN)

40. El Ceibo Trabajo .Barrial.  (CBA) 

41. Escuela CDI CEDEL -Fundacion CDI (PBA)
42. Frente de Organizaciones Sociales

43. FGN  - Fundación Gente Nueva (Bariloche –Río Negro)

44. Fundación Labranza -  (PBA)
45. Fundación Pro Vivienda Social (PBA)

46. FSF – Fundación Sagrada Familia

47. Fundación Servicio Jurídico Solidario (NOA)

48. Fundación TIAU – Taller de Investigación y Acción Urbana (AL)

49. Grupo de Doctrina Social de la Iglesia (Ituzaingó PBA)

50. Grupo Urbanosfera – Editorial y difusor de estudios urbanos 

51. Huerta Comunitaria Un Mundo Mejor (Matanza – PBA)

52. Hecho en Buenos Aires  (CBA)

53. ICEPH - Instituto cordillerano de Estudos y Promoción Humana – (Río Negro)

54. ICOHA Instituto para la Comunidad y el Hábitat (Chaco)

55. IMPADES – 

56. INCUPO – Instituto de Cultura Popular (NOA)

57. Iniciativa Cono Sur   - Asesoría regional. Misereor  (Cono Sur)

58. M.O.I.  ( Córdoba) 

59. Movimiento de Educación Popular Integral y Promoción Social, Fe y Alegría (Internac)

60. Mujeres al Oeste (PBA)  

61. Mutual El Colmenar  (Moreno  -PBA)

62. Mutual Primavera (José C.Paz - PBA)

63. Observatori DESC (Barcelona) 

64. Pastoral Social  Obispado de Morón (PBA)

65. Red Encuentro de Entidades no gubernamentales (Arg)

66. SEHAS – Servicio Habitacional de Acción Social – (Córdoba)

67. SERCUPO - Servicio de Cultura Popular (PBA) 

68. SERVIPROH – Servicio de Vivienda y Promoción Humana (Córdoba)

69. Sociedad Bíblica Católica Internacional

70. TIPU - Taller de Investigación en Proyectos Urbanos - Facultad de Arquitectura, Urbanismo y Diseño - Universidad Nacional de Córdoba Prof. Arq. Alejandro Cohen (Córdoba)

71. TUPAC  AMARU  Movimiento Comunitario  (Jujuy)

72. U.C.E.F.V.R.A- Unión Confederativa de Entidades Fomentistas y Vecinalistas de la Rep. Arg.

73. UBA Facultad de Ciencias Sociales de la Universidad de Buenos Aires

74. Universidad Nacional de Luján,  Área de Economía Social  

Individual signatories:
75. Marta Patricia Jorge 
76. Pellagata Mónica   

77. Dr. Franco M. Carballo  / of the Unit of Effective Management of Fiscal Buildings of the Economic Ministry of the Province of Buenos Aires, UGEIF MECPBA

78. Dr. Guillermo Bayley / UGEIF MECPBA

79. Lic. Darío Rosa  UGEIF MECPBA
80. Laura Sesma, Council member of the city of Córdoba, Socialist Party
81. Jorge Guevara, General Secretary of the Socialist Party- Federación Córdoba 

82. Marcela Tello, Socialist Party
83. Celia Plotier  - Urbanist   (PBA)
84. Beatriz Goldwaser - Universidad Nacional de Luján, Urban and Regional Planner
85. Pablo Itzcovich – Architect
86. Duarte Juan Ignacio – Urbanist (PBA)

87. Capriglione Carlos – Architect
88. Bartolomé, Mara Alejandra 

89. José H. SuchoWiercha  - Engineer  (PBA)

90. Adriana Menendez  - Architect (Cordoba)

91. Gonzalez, Stella Maris – Architect (Mar del Plata –PBA) 

92. Gervasio Espinosa, Journalist from Rio de Plata
93. Manteola, Horacio

94. Vila , Carlos R. – Student
95. Rebord, Gustavo – Architect (Cordoba)

96. Rossi, Silvia – Architect (PBA)

97. V De Valle – (Río Negro)

98. Díaz Orueta, Fernando – Dr. of Sociology. Universidad de Alicante (Spain)

99. Lourés Seonane – Professor of Sociology. Universidad de Alicante (Spain)
100. Carman, María – Uba Conicet 

101. Leguizamón , Julio – Architect
102. Corti, Marcelo

103. Del Campo, Maximiliano 

104. Arq. Cristián Nanzer FAUD-UNC-CÓRDOBA 

And others.






